
Welcome to the Big Green Conference, co-hosted by Mall 
of  America and Larkin Hoffman Attorneys.
We are very pleased to have such an esteemed roster of  panelists 
and presenters with us today to discuss proposed policy frame-
works for regulating greenhouse gas emissions and incentives for 
businesses to become more energy effi cient and environmentally 
sustainable. Our goal is to provide relevant and thought-provok-
ing discussion, so please feel free to bring forward any questions 
or topics that you would like to address. 

Thank you for being a part of  the Big Green Conference!

Speaker Biographies

Will Steger is a recognized authority for the polar regions and is an eyewitness to the effects of  climate change. 
He has spent more than 45 years traveling through the Arctic regions, advocating for the Earth’s preservation 
and advising about permanent solutions to our climate crisis. Steger holds a Bachelor of  Science in geology, 
Master of  Arts in education and Honorary Doctorate from University of  St. Thomas, Westminster College, 
Franklin Pierce University and Northland College. Steger taught science for three years at the secondary level, 

and founded a winter school and wilderness program in Ely, MN. Steger also established the Global Center for Environmental Edu-
cation at Hamline University, and the World School for Adventure Learning at University of  St. Thomas. Steger has been invited to 
testify before the United States Congress and has advised world leaders on the environmental protection of  Antarctica. In 2006, he 
established the Will Steger Foundation to promote change through education and advocacy, and to foster international leadership 
and cooperation through environmental education and policy. Steger was appointed by MN Governor Tim Pawlenty to serve on 
the Minnesota Climate Change Advisory Group, a group charged with recommending a Climate Action Plan to substantially reduce 
Minnesota’s greenhouse gas emissions.

Jim Faulconbridge is the President of  Karges-Faulconbridge, Inc., (KFI) a building and process infrastructure engineering 
fi rm with special expertise and national presence in energy effi cient design and commissioning.  A mechanical engineering 
graduate from North Dakota State University , Jim has spent the past 20 years experience doing what he enjoys most – 
creating and improving systems for people and products.   He also serves on the Board of  Directors of  Minneapolis-based 
Hawkins, Inc. (NASDAQ: HWKN), a national supplier of  water treatment, food ingredient, chemical and pharmaceutical 

products, where he chairs the Audit Committee.  Jim and his wife Therese live in Maplewood.

To view presentations from today’s conference, visit http://biggreenconference.eventbrite.com

Mayor Gene Winstead, was elected to his fi rst term as Mayor of  Bloomington on November 2, 1999, and is now serving 
in his third term. He’s been a member of  the Bloomington City Council since his appointment in 1995.  In addition 
to his work on the City Council, Mayor Winstead is currently serving on Bloomington’s Port Authority, Bloomington 
United for Youth, and the Bloomington Convention and Visitors Bureau.  He is also a board member of  the American 
Red Cross Blood Services Division and is on the Senior Community Services Board.  He is a past member of  the City’s 

Planning Commission, serving as its Chairperson through the development of  the Mall of  America, and has served on several other 
community boards and foundations including the Bloomington Crime Prevention Association (BCPA), Bloomington Housing and 
Redevelopment Authority, and the Bloomington Chamber of  Commerce.  Mayor Winstead has been a resident of  Bloomington since 
1975 and is married with three grown daughters and six grandchildren.  He retired as Vice President of  Operations from Lieberman 
Companies in Bloomington in August 2004 after 34 years and now keeps busy as a partner of  Ike’s Food & Cocktails in downtown 
Minneapolis and at their newest location at the Minneapolis/St. Paul International Airport.  

Nathan Franzen is a Principal and General Manager of  Westwood Renewables.  His primary focus and expertise is 
navigating regulatory processes and overall project management.  Currently,  Nathan is in the process of  negotiating the 
fi nal agreements for the Minnesota’s fi rst large scale solar farm to be located at Saint John’s Abbey and University.  The 
project was awarded funding by customers of  Xcel Energy through a grant from the Renewable Development Fund.  He 
has a Masters in Urban and Regional Planning from the Hubert H. Humphrey Institute of  Public Affairs.  



Speaker Biographies

Randy Hagen, is the Founder and President of  Solar Skies, Mfg, LLC, a solar thermal collector manufacturing company 
located in Starbuck, MN.  Solar Skies originally began manufacturing Randy’s patent pending solar powered aircraft ven-
tilators until that part of  the operation was turned over to Vantage Plane Plastics.  Since that time Solar Skies has been 
focused on solar thermal collector manufacturing, and currently produces 13 different SRCC (Solar Rating Certifi cation 
Corporation) rated collectors which are nationally distributed. 

Richard Graves focuses his professional life on the relationship of  humanity and nature through architecture.  He is an 
architect with the Minneapolis offi ce of  Perkins+Will and works on sustainable projects around the world. As a volunteer 
with the U.S. Green Building Council, Richard founded the Maine Chapter, serves on a number of  national committees, 
and is currently the National Board Secretary.  As a principal with WBRC A/E in Maine from 2000-2008 he served as 
the environmental consultant for the fi rst LEED building at the University of  Maine, designed a building for the Mount 

Desert Island Biological Laboratory pursuing LEED certifi cation, designed the Presque Isle Middle School, a high-performance 
school, and integrated facility and sustainability plans for the College of  the Atlantic and Maine Maritime Academy. 

Terry Hayden has over 20 years experience with local high technology companies such as Rosemount, Goodrich Aero-
space, and General Dynamics.  He has developed global perspective conducting business all over Europe and Asia.  He 
currently makes his home in the Twin Cities, having also resided in Los Angeles, Seattle, and Singapore.  He has MBA and 
Mechanical Engineering degrees from the University of  Minnesota.  Over the past few years Terry has become increas-
ingly involved in energy effi ciency applications while working in the small business environment.  In addition to being 

the co-founder of  fl owMEMS, Inc., a company utilizing MEMS technology for improved energy management, he also works in the 
energy effi cient lighting business for Reluminate, Inc.

Craig Johnson is an Intergovernmental Relations Representative with the League of  Minnesota Cities. He has been working on en-
vironmental, land use, agriculture, and energy policy at the state legislature for the past 20 legislative sessions. He primarily handles 
issues related to environmental and land use policy and has been in this role with LMC for 6 years. Prior to working for LMC, Craig 
has been a Policy Manager for Governor Ventura, the Legislative Coordinator for the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, and the 
Legislative Director for two state-wide environmental organizations in Minnesota. Showing the fl exibility of  a liberal arts background, 
Craig graduated from Gustavus Adolphus College with a B.A. in Classics and Philosophy.

Representative Jeremy Kalin is a second-term state legislator from North Branch, Minnesota. Rep. Kalin’s signature 
legislative achievements include chief-authoring in his fi rst term the nation’s strongest Energy Effi ciency and Conser-
vation standard – the cornerstone of  the historic Next Generation Energy Act of  2007, and chief-authoring the most 
comprehensive Military and Overseas Voting Act in the country.  For his work on the Minnesota House Energy Com-
mittee, Rep. Kalin has been named a Legislative All Star by Fresh Energy Minnesota and earned the Inspiring Effi ciency 

Leadership Award from the Midwest Energy Effi ciency Alliance.  As Co-Chair of  Minnesota’s Green Jobs Task Force, Rep. Kalin is a 
nationally-recognized advocate for green jobs and a sustainable and prosperous economy. He also serves on the Energy Finance and 
Policy, Local Government, Government Operations, Reform, Technology and Elections, and State Government Finance committees.  
Rep. Kalin has anything but a typical political background, with a Bachelor of  Fine Arts degree from the University of  Minnesota, and 
graduate studies in architecture at the University of  New Mexico school. Kalin currently attends William Mitchell Law School where 
he will complete his J.D. in December 2009.  Prior to the legislature, Rep. Kalin gained real world experience in energy effi ciency and 
conservation as a designer and draftsman for Natural Spaces Domes, a local, family-owned company specializing in energy-effi cient 
geodesic dome homes. 

Deputy Commissioner Bill Glahn was appointed as Director of  the Minnesota Offi ce of  Energy Security and Deputy 
Commissioner of  Minnesota’s Department of  Commerce by Governor Tim Pawlenty in August 2008.  Prior to his ap-
pointment, Bill was the principal and founder of  Piedmont Consulting, an energy management consulting fi rm working 
on behalf  of  local governments, large energy users, universities and consumer advocates.  Previously, Bill served as Vice 
President and Controller of  Avant Energy the management fi rm for the Minnesota Municipal Power Agency.  He received 

his B.A. in Economics and his M.B.A. from the University of  Virginia.



Lydell Newby II is the Manager of  Environmental Services at the Mall of  America.  After traveling the world in the US Navy, and 
holding positions in business throughout the country, he started working in the shopping center industry in 1991. Working closely 
with vendors and tenants and building maintenance systems, Lydell immediately saw a need for more conscientious management of  
the fl orescent bulbs and hazardous waste ending up in landfi lls in the mixed waste streams. Working with the waste hauler, he came up 
with a plan to have tenants and contractors separate these materials from their general waste and have them collected and recycled by 
approved methods.  Lydell transferred to Mall of  America in 1996 and by studying and revising the waste streams, and introducing new 
equipment and handling methods, brought it up to its current 55+ percent recycling rate. He was appointed to the State of  Minnesota 
Solid Waste Management Advisory Council twice, and has received a Letter of  Commendation from two Minnesota Governors. A 
self-trained recycler and a visionary, Lydell expects mall recycling to continue to grow in the future.

Speaker Biographies

Arif  Quraishi is the Area Solutions Manager for Building Effi ciency at Johnson Controls, Inc. He has over 20 years of  
experience in indoor environmental quality, construction and sustainable building design with Exxon, Johnson Controls, 
and the Institute for Environmental Assessment.  Arif  has been extensively involved with the US EPA, the American 
Academy of  Pediatrics, and the White House Millennium Council in developing standards for and promoting high per-
formance buildings.  Presently he oversees over 90 energy effi ciency projects in Minnesota, the Dakotas and Wisconsin 

with savings in excess of  $125 million.  Arif  has a Bachelor’s Degree in Mechanical Engineering from Lehigh University in Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania, and a Master’s from the University of  St. Thomas. 

Randy Pelletier is the owner of  Pellco Machine which he started in 1985.  Pellco is located in St. Michael, MN and does 
CNC machining of  plastics and metals for a variety of  different industries.  He has been in the machining business for 
over 30 years.  Randy manages his company which currently employs 19 people on two shifts.  Pellco Machine received an 
$80,000 rebate/grant for the installation of  a 40 Kw solar system that was installed on their new facility in 2007.  At the 
time of  installation the system was the largest in the state.

Mario Monesterio is a founder and Principal of  Westwood Renewables.  He has been designing and building solar 
systems since 1979 and is considered one of  the leading solar technology experts in the Midwest.   He received his 
certifi cation as a solar designer and installer in 1980, the country’s fi rst such program and frequently teaches courses in 
solar design and theory at colleges, trade schools, and seminars across the nation.  He continues to be active in local and 
national efforts to further policy and technology awareness.

Larry Lee, Director of  Community Development for the City of  Bloomington, has been with the city for over 30 
years.  He is responsible for the City’s planning, code compliance and economic development functions carried out 
by the Planning, Building and Inspection, Environmental Health and Fire Prevention Divisions and the Housing and 
Redevelopment Authority.  Larry also serves on the board of  directors for Destination Bloomington - the Bloomington 
Convention and Visitors Bureau, and Volunteers Enlisted to Assist People.  He is active in the Bloomington Rotary Club 

and a member of  the Urban Land Institute.

Representative Kate Knuth is serving her second term in the Minnesota State House representing a suburban district.  
She is an assistant majority leader and serves on the Environment and Natural Resource Finance Division and the Energy 
Policy and Finance Division along with the Commerce and Labor and Finance committees.  Much of  Rep. Knuth’s legisla-
tive work has focused on energy, environment, and climate issues.  She carried the Green Solutions Act of  2008, which ad-
dressed cap and trade, and in 2009 she chief-authored the Toxic Free Kids Act, which aims to assess, evaluate, and report 

toxic chemicals in children’s products.  Rep. Knuth has previously worked at Hamline University’s Center for Global Environmental 
Education, and she will begin a PhD in conservation biology at the University of  Minnesota in fall of  2009. Her degrees include holds 
an MSc from Oxford University in Biodiversity Conservation and Management and a BA from the University of  Chicago in biology 
and philosophy.  She also studied at the University of  Oslo as Fulbright Fellow.



Speaker Biographies

Assistant Commissioner J. David Thornton is one of  three Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) Assistant 
Commissioners.  He is responsible for overseeing the development and implementation of  the agency’s air policies to 
improve and maintain air quality in Minnesota.  David joined the MPCA staff  in 1980 as the Acid Rain Coordinator.  
After that, he managed air quality monitoring, data analysis and air policy activities for many years.  Most recently he has 
been involved with implementing federal regional haze regulations, and developing policies to help reduce air emissions, 

particularly mercury emissions from power plants.  

Janet Streff is the manager of  the State Energy Offi ce, located in the Minnesota Department of  Commerce. In this ca-
pacity, she directs professional staff  with responsibilities for the state’s utility conservation program, other state incentive 
and rebate programs as well as multiple programs funded through the US Department of  Energy, including over $200 
million in ARRA funds.  Prior to joining the State Energy Offi ce in1995, Janet managed commercial construction. She is 
a certifi ed building offi cial, holds a B.A. from the University of  North Dakota and an M.A. (Public Administration) from 

Hamline University.

Rachelle Schoessler Lynn has devoted her career to sustainable design.  Before co-founding Studio 2030, she led the 
interior design practice for two major Minnesota design fi rms helping to transform both of  these organizations as a 
management team leader. She serves on the licensing board for the State of  Minnesota and chairs the National Sustain-
able Design Council for ASID. Rachelle is a frequent lecturer on sustainable design, indoor air quality, workplace issues 
and material development. She is an adjunct faculty member at the University of  Minnesota and a board member of  the 

College of  Design’s Advisory Board for Iowa State University. Rachelle helped create Minnesota’s current sustainable building design 
guidelines – Buildings, Benchmarks and Beyond. She is a national and local leader in sustainable design solutions, and works to incor-
porate environmental strategies into every project. Rachelle was awarded the 2004 Designer of  Distinction Award from the Minnesota 
Chapter of  the American Society of  Interior Designers, and has most recently won the prestigious 40 Under 40 Business Leaders 
Award presented by the Minneapolis/St. Paul Business Journal.



Moderator Biographies

Bill Griffi th is a shareholder with Larkin Hoffman Daly & Lindgren Ltd. and a member of  the fi rm’s Board of  Direc-
tors.  He practices extensively in land use, zoning, real estate, environmental permitting and municipal law.  Bill counsels 
developers and property owners in all matters involving governmental approvals; state environmental review; special as-
sessments; zoning amendments; conditional use permits; planned developments; accessibility issues and state and local 
licensing.  Bill has served as counsel to Mall of  America for over 15 years and also serves as City Attorney for the City of  

Columbus.  In this capacity, he provides advice regarding ordinance interpretation, licensing, municipal contracts, and public fi nance.  
Bill has also served as special counsel to a number of  governmental clients on regulatory and development matters. 

Peter Coyle is president of  Larkin Hoffman Daly & Lindgren Ltd. and chair of  the Government Relations practice 
group.  He is also a member of  the fi rm’s Real Estate and Land Use practice group.  Peter practice focuses on representing 
private individuals and companies in their interactions with state and local government agencies.  He represents private 
developers, builders and land owners seeking development entitlements before local units of  government (townships, 
cities, counties), the Metropolitan Council and state agencies.  Peter’s work encompasses comprehensive plan, zoning 

and subdivision approvals needed for a variety of  commercial shopping centers, residential developments and freestanding retail and 
commercial uses.  

Mike Mergens is an associate with Larkin Hoffman Daly & Lindgren Ltd. and has been actively tracking potential federal 
regulation of  greenhouse gas greenhouse gas emissions since the United States Supreme Court decision of  Massachusetts 
v. EPA.  He has advised clients on the implications of  the Massachusetts decision on the environmental permitting pro-
cess and on potential business opportunities arising from current and pending federal climate change related legislation.  
Mike has been a frequent lecturer and authored multiple articles on emerging climate change law and the changing federal 

energy policy.  He is member of  the American Bar Association Section on Environment, Energy and Resources (“SEER”) and recently 
served as Program Vice Chair and Panel Moderator for the SEER Conference: State and EPA Perspectives for Region Five.  Mike is 
also a LEED Accredited Professional.

Julie Perrus is an associate with Larkin Hoffman Daly & Lindgren Ltd.  She is a member of  the fi rm’s Government Re-
lations and Land Use and Real Estate practice groups and focuses primarily on administrative law, development and land 
use issues.  Julie has experience working with clients and regulators on public policy issues, as well as the often complicated 
permitting and regulatory processes at the local, state and national levels.  She is a LEED Accredited Professional, and 
serves as Chair-elect of  the U.S. Green Building Council Minnesota Chapter Advocacy Committee, and as Co-Chair of  

the 2010 Greening the Heartland Conference, to be held in Minneapolis, May 19th to the 21st.  Julie was selected as a Rising Star by 
Minnesota Law & Politics® in 2008 and 2009.  

Karin Holt is a member of  the Government Relations Practice Group at Larkin Hoffman Daly & Lindgren Ltd.  She 
represents legislative clients primarily on renewable energy, municipal and retail matters.  Karin has followed the develop-
ment of  Minnesota’s Next Generation Energy Act, the Climate Change Advisory Group, and subsequent legislation.  On 
the federal level, she has advised clients on the impact of  the Energy Policy Act of  2005, the Energy Independence and 
Security Act of  2007 and the American Clean Energy and Security Act.  She’s written articles on renewable energy topics 

and played a key role in organizing the Big Green Conference. 

Maureen Bausch is Executive Vice President of  Marketing at Mall of  America® and oversees a vast array of  business 
initiatives at the nation’s largest entertainment and retail complex. Mall of  America generates nearly $2 billion in economic 
impact for the state of  Minnesota through jobs and tourism every year.  Bausch is responsible for strategic planning, retail 
development, merchandise mix, marketing, public relations and strategic alliances and the day-to-day business of  MOA. 
She holds a master’s degree from the University of  Minnesota.

Kurt Hagen’s career spans 23 years of  commercial construction and development experience.   He currently heads Mall 
of  America® Phase II development for Triple Five Corporation.  Phase II is projected to be up to 5.6 million square feet 
and will make Mall of  America the largest retail and entertainment complex in the world.  Kurt is responsible for all design 
and construction activities associated with this $2 billion expansion including developing the master plan design, securing 
all City and State entitlements, securing all required public funding, and overseeing all anchor leasing.


