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EDITOR’S CORNER 
The second week of the Minnesota 
legislative session saw House and Senate 
committees and legislators spending their 
time engaging in informational hearings 
on a variety of issues, including an 
interesting two-day hearing of the House 
Government Operations and Veterans’ 
Affairs Committee regarding the history 
and current status of the gaming compacts 
between the State of Minnesota and 
Minnesota’s eleven Indian nations.   
  
Floor action last week also moved at a 
slow pace.  Minnesota Senators confirmed 
four of Governor Tim Pawlenty’s agency 
heads: Health Commissioner Dianne 
Mandernach, Revenue Commissioner Dan 
Salomone, Human Services 
Commissioner Kevin Goodno and Human 
Rights Commissioner Velma Korbel.  
Senate Republicans were upset over 
delaying votes on the remaining 
confirmations. However, Senate Majority 
Leader Dean Johnson pledged a vote on 
the remaining commissioner appointments 
before the end of the 2004 session. 
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Issues to Watch:  
Will February Forecast Reshape Session?: 
Observers have been hearing through the State Capitol grapevine that the 
February forecast of state government’s finances, to be released on February 
25, will show more red ink than previously anticipated.  The State’s budget 
deficit could be as high as $500 million.  After facing a $4.6 billion deficit last 
session, the shortfall is small but it could create political fallout if Governor 
Pawlenty and the Minnesota Legislature have to make additional cuts to the 
State budget.  The Legislature set aside $600 million in reserves last session. 
However, these reserves will be unable to absorb a sizable deficit without 
threatening the State’s bond rating.  Fiscal instability in the current-year budget 
makes the goal of a short even-year session harder to accomplish.  
 
.08 Blood Alcohol Standard Passes Minnesota Senate:  
Last Thursday, Minnesota Senators voted to lower the State’s drunken-driving 
blood alcohol limit from .10 to .08.  It is expected the lower limit will likely be 
approved by the House of Representatives and Governor Pawlenty, also 
supporters of the new standard.  The lower limit has been adopted by all but 
three states in the nation and, if it becomes law in Minnesota, will be effective 
on August 1, 2004.  Senators defeated an amendment on the floor that would 
have delayed implementation of the new standard until 2007, the last possible 
year allowed by the federal government before the State of Minnesota would 
lose federal highway funding.  Like many issues at the State Capitol, the .08 
debate has been a fixture of a number of legislative sessions prior to this year. 
 
Looking Ahead: 
Minnesota’s legislators start to turn their attention to hearing legislative 
proposals in the coming week.  The House Health and Human Services Policy 
Committee plans to take action on the House Republican Health Care Cost 
Containment bill.  The bill will be “marked-up” and moved to its next 
committee for further review.  Education Commissioner Cheri Pierson Yecke 
will present the third draft of the Pawlenty Administration’s social studies 
standard to the House Education Policy Committee.  Also this week, the Senate 
State and Local Government Operations Committee reviews a proposed 
constitutional amendment to dedicate more money to protect Minnesota’s 
natural resources.    
 
 
Quote of the week: 
  “History is just one damn thing after another.” 
     - Sir Winston Churchill 
 
Need a copy of a bill?  Call us at (952) 835-3800.

 


