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P at Plunkett is a nationally rec-
ognized expert in nonprofit 
corporation law along with 

state and federal laws relating to 
tax-exempt organizations, especially 
charities. He has represented some 
of the most important institutions 
in Minnesota, and colleagues call his 
knowledge of the field encyclopedic.

He’s also a trusted mentor and 
teacher, sharing his knowledge and 
experience with the bar and with as-
piring lawyers.

What professional achievement are 
you most proud of?

As a lawyer, I think it’s maintaining 
a diverse practice without being si-
loed. Within the past two years, I’ve 
won a Minnesota Supreme Court 
case on a maltreatment involving a 
wrongful death. It was a unanimous 
appeal from the Court of Appeals, 
where I’d lost. And several years ago, 
I was at a shareholder arbitration 
dispute at The Hague. I was able to 
maintain a general practice.

What’s the most memorable case 
of your career?

I’m not sure I have one. There have 
been a lot of interesting cases, but I 
really prefer living day to day. I don’t 

look back much. 

What’s the best advice you have for 
someone following in your foot-
steps?

I’m a third-generation lawyer, and I 
have two daughters who are lawyers. 
My dad gave me this advice: The best 
lawyer is the lawyer who knows what 
they don’t know. I took that one step 
further and said, “I know what I don’t 
know, and I’m going to learn it.” If you 
don’t know something, and you’re 
able to learn it, learn it.

What’s something that most people 
don’t know about you?

I have a blue ribbon from the Min-
nesota State Fair for needlepoint. 
My check, for eight bucks, was dat-
ed 9-11-2001. And I have that on my 
resume. 

—Dan Heilman
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